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1. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE 

 PURPOSE OF THE STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND 

 A Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) is a written statement produced as part of 

the application process for an application for a Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) 

and is prepared jointly by the applicant and another party. A SoCG sets out the 

matters of agreement between both parties, matters where there is not agreement 

and matters which are under discussion.  

 In this regard paragraph 58 of the Department for Communities and Local 

Government’s guidance entitled “Planning Act 2008: examination of applications for 

development consent” (26 March 2015) hereafter referred to as DCLG Guidance 

describes a SoCG as follows:  

“A statement of common ground is a written statement prepared jointly by the 

applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which they 

agree. As well as identifying matters which are not in real dispute, it is also 

useful if a statement identifies those areas where agreement has not been 

reached. The statement should include references to show where those matters 

are dealt with in the written representations or other documentary evidence.” 

 The aim of a SoCG is to assist the Examining Authority to manage the examination 

of an application for a DCO by providing an understanding of the status of matters at 

hand and allowing the Examining Authority to focus their questioning. The effective 

use of SoCG is expected to lead to a more efficient examination process.  

 A SoCG may be submitted prior to the start or during an Examination and updated 

as necessary or as requested during an Examination.  

 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

 AQUIND Limited (‘the Applicant’) submitted an application for the AQUIND 

Interconnector Order (the 'Order') pursuant to Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 

(as amended) (the ‘PA2008’) to the Secretary of State (‘SoS’) on 14 November 2019 

(the 'Application').  

 The Application seeks development consent for those elements of AQUIND 

Interconnector (the ‘Project’) located in the UK and the UK Marine Area (the 

'Proposed Development'). 

 The Project is a new 2,000 MW subsea and underground High Voltage Direct Current 

(‘HVDC’) bi-directional electric power transmission link between the South Coast of 

England and Normandy in France. By linking the British and French electric power 

grids it will make energy markets more efficient, improve security of supply and 

enable greater flexibility as power grids evolve to adapt to different sources of 

renewable energy and changes in demand trends such as the development of electric 
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vehicles. The Project will have the capacity to transmit up to 16,000,000 MWh of 

electricity per annum, which equates to approximately 5 % and 3 % of the total 

consumption of the UK and France respectively. 

 The Proposed Development includes:  

 HVDC Marine Cables from the boundary of the UK Exclusive Economic Zone 

(‘EEZ’) to the UK at Eastney in Portsmouth; 

 Jointing of the HVDC Marine Cables and HVDC Onshore Cables;  

 HVDC onshore cables; 

 A Converter Station and associated electrical and telecommunications 

infrastructure;  

 High Voltage Alternating Current (‘HVAC’) Onshore Cables and associated 

infrastructure connecting the Converter Station to the Great Britain electrical 

transmission network, the National Grid, at Lovedean Substation; and 

 Smaller diameter Fibre Optic Cables to be installed together with the HVDC and 

HVAC Cables and associated infrastructure. 

 THIS STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND AND THE ROLE OF 

WCC 

 This SoCG has been prepared jointly by the Applicant and Winchester City Council 

(‘WCC’) to reflect the final positions of the Parties at Deadline 8. This is an update of 

the drafts issued at Deadlines 1 (REP1-118), 4 (REP4-010) and 7 (REP7-049). A 

summary of the changes made to this updated draft SoCG is contained in the 

Schedule of Changes submitted at Deadline 8. It has been prepared in accordance 

with the DCLG Guidance and precedent examples of SoCG available on the Planning 

Inspectorate’s website.  

 WCC is interested in the Proposed Development as a Local Planning Authority 

(‘LPA’) in respect of the parts of the Proposed Development located within their 

administrative boundary.  

 WCC would be responsible for discharging some of the requirements of the Order 

associated with development in their administrative area should development 

consent be granted for the Proposed Development. WCC would also be responsible 

for monitoring and enforcing some of the DCO provisions and requirements.  

 For the purpose of this SoCG the Applicant and WCC will be jointly referred to as the 

‘Parties’.  

 During the course of the examination various matters have been subject to ongoing 

discussion between the Parties. As this represents a final agreed SoCG to be 

submitted at Deadline 8, as per the Examination timetable all matters are now 

recorded as ‘agreed’ or ‘not agreed’. 
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3. SUMMARY OF TOPICS COVERED BY 

THE STATEMENT OF COMMON 

GROUND 

 TOPICS COVERED IN THE STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND  

 The following topics discussed between the Applicant and WCC are discussed within 

this SoCG: 

 Planning policy 

 Need for the Proposed Development including Fibre Optic Cable, issue of 

associated development, and legacy benefits 

 Landscape and visual amenity 

 Ecology (including arboriculture) 

 Heritage and archaeology 

 Traffic and transport 

 Air quality 

 Noise and vibration 

 Socio-economics 

 Cumulative effects 

 Onshore Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan (‘Onshore 

Outline CEMP’) 

 Draft DCO (including requirements to the draft DCO) 

 Consideration of alternatives 

 Carbon and climate change 

 Flood risk and ground water 

 For the avoidance of doubt, matters not covered in this SoCG have not been 

discussed between the Parties as they have not been raised by WCC during the 

consultation undertaken to date between the Parties.  
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Ref. Description of 

matter 

Current Position RAG 

agreed with HCC as the highway authority and has used the Sub-Regional Transport Model to consider the direct impacts along the Onshore 

Cable Corridor, and indirect impacts associated with reassignment of traffic onto alternative routes to avoid the works.  

 

The duration of impacts is determined by the installation rate of the ducts for the Onshore Cable Route, assumed to be an average of 18-30m 

per day based upon professional experience of similar projects. All assessments of impacts are based upon a worst-case average installation 

rate of 18m per day or 100m per week and are therefore robust. The duration of impact has also been fully considered when determining the 

magnitude of impact at each location stated within the Chapter 22 of the ES and therefore increases in the duration of construction are unlikely 

to alter the significance of effect already determined or the mitigation required to be provided in connection with those effects.  

 

Further to this, additional assessments of temporary shuttle working traffic signals were assessed within the ES Addendum (REP1-138 and 

Supplementary Transport Assessment (REP1-142).  This additional assessment included an update to the predicted installation rates from the 

2019 ES rates to reflect amendments made to their assumptions, which reduced the anticipated installation rate from 18m per day to 12m per 

day on B2150 Hambledon Road between Soake Road and Milton Road.  Within the Supplementary Transport Assessment, a sensitivity test 

was also completed which assumed a 50% reduction in traffic reassignment away from the Onshore Cable Route.  These additional 

assessments did not alter the significant of effects already determined or the mitigation required to be provided in connection with those effects. 

The strategy to mitigate the traffic impacts resulting from installation of the Onshore Cable Route is detailed within the FTMS for all locations 

(REP1-068) and due to the nature of the works this strategy will not be required to change in the unlikely event of increases in the duration of 

construction. The FTMS also sets out a programme for when all construction works may take place, including where construction in adjacent or 

nearby locations is prohibited. This will therefore ensure that delays to construction in multiple locations at any one time will not result in a 

cumulative traffic impact beyond that already assessed. 

 

As noted in section 4.6.3 above, WCC wishes to see absolute an commitment in dDCO that the Hambledon Road is kept open to allow 

unrestricted free flow of traffic in both directions (using TL if necessary) during the full period of the cable installation works and that the same 

free flow is also maintained for pedestrians / cycle users.  

 

With regards to mitigation, the OOCEMP (REP6-036) and FTMS (REP6-032) form part of the mitigation secured by the Order, which the 

appointed contractor would need to comply with. Any breach against such requirements in the DCO would be an offence with enforcement 

acting as a deterrent. WCC accepts the mitigation measures included in the dDCO can be secured. 

 

The Applicant has reached agreement with WCC on this.     

 

 

 

 

 AIR QUALITY 

Table 4-7 – Air Quality 
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 Has a reference to seeding or areas been included:  The Applicant is content with Requirement 7 and that it holistically 

secures appropriate landscape controls. The Applicant confirms that Requirement 7 will covers all soft landscaping works, 

including seeding areas as referred. And referenced to implementation and maintenanceof seeding iscovered in 

Requirement 8. 

 Use of design principles relating to landscaping needs a clear reference to the actual document and relevant 

section:  The Applicant refers WCC to the defined term “design principles” and considers that the position is considered to 

be sufficiently clear but can be discussed further. 

 7(2)(b) Native plants: Whilst the Applicant agrees that native planting should be the primary focus for new and replacement 

planting as referred to in Appendix 15.7 (Landscape Schedules, Planting Heights and Image Board) of the ES (APP-405) 

and discussed and agreed with relevant LPAs in the relation to the Converter Station and Landfall, there may be a need to 

replace vegetation lost with non-native species along specific stretches of the Onshore Cable Route. This requirement 

provides the Applicant with sufficient flexibility to allow discussions to take place with the relevant discharging authorities 

and agree the selection of species as part of the detailed design. 

 7(2)(c) Exclude use of nitrate fertilizers: The Applicant has included a reference to the exclusion of nitrate fertilisers in 

the updated Outline Landscape and Biodiversity Strategy Appendix 1 submitted at Deadline 6 (REP6-038). Further detail 

will be covered in a detailed landscaping scheme which as discussed above will be submitted to and approved by the 

relevant discharging authority in consultation with the SDNPA where relevant. 

 7(2)(g) and (h) not sure why these are here: The Applicant has introduced these to give reassurance to local planning 

authorities and others that management, maintenance and monitoring plans will be produced as part of the detailed 

landscaping scheme and that management responsibilities will be agreed in advance with the relevant discharging 

authorities in consultation with the SDNPA, as referred to in the Applicant’s Response to Written Representations reference 

1, 4 and 1.2 (REP2-014). 

 

WCC has subsequently submitted further comments at Deadline 5 (REP5-091) which recommend that the following new requirements (A, 

B, C and D) should replace Requirement 7, 8 and 9. This approach breaks down the requirements to the phase of construction (construction, 

before operation and long term management) with further sub-divisions towards the section of the development. In summary the new 

requirements suggested by WCC is as follows: 

 

(A) Biodiversity: protection during construction  

(B) Biodiversity: New landscaping, enhancement & reinstatement work  

(C) Implementation and maintenance of landscaping & enhancement work  

(D) Biodiversity: ongoing management plans  

 

The Applicant considers that in terms of Requirement 7 this reads in a clear, legible and most importantly concise manner.  The amendments 

suggested by WCC read as detailed planning conditions specific to one authority.  Requirement 7 aligns with Drax Repower DCO.  The text 
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Ref. Description 

of matter 

Current Position RAG 

 

The Applicant has provided WCC with the following summary of explanations on why the finished floor level was set at 85.1 m AOD:  

 

Ground investigations (both intrusive and non-intrusive) were carried out in 2018/19. These found that the area beneath the proposed Converter Station 

is directly underlain by head deposits consisting predominantly of gravelly Clays, with Structureless Grade D Chalk below. Surveys were also 

undertaken to identify potential karstic features. The surveys located three potential karstic features of which two are within the proposed footprints for 

Converter Station option B(i) and option B(ii).  

 

The area beneath the proposed Converter Station is known to be underlain by a Principal Aquifer (chalk), designated as the Aquifer Source Protection 

Zone 1 (‘SPZ1’). A considered approach must be taken for the SPZ1 to mitigate any potential contamination, turbidity or groundwater issues arising 

because of the construction, operation and maintenance activities over the design life of the Proposed Development. To ensure any contamination of 

the aquifer is avoided and considering the assessment of the potential for a cut and fill exercise to be undertaken, 84.80 m AOD was identified as the 

lowest appropriate Converter Station finished site level from a flood risk perspective. Following an initial Flood Risk assessment, the Converter Building 

finished floor level has been proposed indicatively at 85.10 m AOD (300 mm above finished site level). Therefore, for the basis of the EIA, 85.10 m 

AOD has been used.  

 

Statements of Common Ground with both the Environment Agency (REP4-018) and Portsmouth Water (REP4-022) set out the position agreed 

between these parties and the Applicant. The Environment Agency agrees with the proposed site platform level and Earthworks Design Approach – 

please see SoCG with the Environment Agency (Table 4.16 Ref. EA 3.3.1.2).  

 

Please also refer to 7.4.1.3 Appendix 3 Proposed Site Level and Earthworks Methodology (WQ MG1.1.6) (REP1-094) which has been issued as a part 

of the Applicant’s Deadline 1 submission which provides more details of the proposed site level and this has been agreed with Portsmouth Water, the 

Environment Agency and Hampshire County Council. 

 

The Applicant has gained agreement with WCC on the above. 

 

 

 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

 




